
 

October 2011 
Bovine Respiratory Disease 

 
The latest strand of the Healthy Livestock Initiative 

has been launched this autumn.  Targeted at Beef 

Farmers, including suckler herds,  finishing units and 

calf rearers, it aims to help to reduce the impact of  

Bovine Respiratory Disease (BRD).   

 

It runs in a similar way to the BVD and Johnes strands 

in that to be able to participate farmers must first  

attend a group awareness meeting.   

 

The awareness meeting will cover the following  

subjects: 

 Risks and causes 

 Environment 

 Pathogens 

 Susceptibility 

 Prevention and control 

 Biosecurity 

 Bio-containment 

 Resilience 

 Surveillance 

 Treatment of clinical cases and in contacts 

 Appropriate use of antimicrobials 

 Use of non-steroidals  

 Case selection and monitoring progress 

 

After attending the initial awareness meeting the next 

stage is for a vet to come out and visit the farm and 

carry out a risk assessment for Bovine Respiratory  

Disease on your farm, including: 

 Biosecurity risks 

 Bio-containment risks (spread within herd) 

 Enviroment risks (housing) 

 Resilience (colostrum, vaccination) 

 

We will also assess any records available to look at 

current disease levels, and if necessary can perform 

some lab tests to see what pathogens are present on the 

farm. 

 

You will then get a second visit by a vet to discuss a 

specific Bovine Respiratory Disease Health Plan for 

your farm, including treatment, vaccination and control 

plans as appropriate. 

 

After the 1:1 phase of the scheme there will be an  

opportunity to attend a group discussion on a farm 

which has had good success in implementing a  

Respiratory control plan. 

 

Managing respiratory disease is not easy and  there are 

often many risk factors associated with problems on 

farm. This is a great opportunity to get some  

individually tailored advice for your situation, and as 

with all the HLI strands it is 70% funded by Healthy 

Livestock.  We would much rather come out and create 

a health plan to help reduce disease on your farm than 

sell you pneumonia antibiotics this winter!! 

 

If you are interested in being involved please contact the 

practice to register your interest.  Keep an eye out for 

the next awareness meeting which we will be holding 

soon, as obviously it is best to get on with creating a 

plan soon to get measures in place before the winter 

housing period. 

NADIS October Parasite  

Update and Forecast 
Go to www.nadis.org.uk for the most recent version of this 

monthly parasite forecast 

 

LIVER FLUKE FORECAST  

 

Wet conditions in the southwest have resulted in a high 

expected risk of disease caused by liver fluke. 

 

The expected risk of disease would normally not be expected 

to drop much further now as potential evaporation levels in 

the next couple of months will be low, although low autumn 

rainfall could have some effect.  

All parasite control plans should be formulated with the 

knowledge of individual farm circumstances and should  

include monitoring procedures to aid with decision-making 



However, the following general points may be made:  

 Farms with a known fluke population, which have not 

already treated sheep for fluke in September, should treat 

this month. Triclabendazole is usually the drug of choice 

at this time of year as it is effective against very young 

immature fluke, although resistance to the drug appears 

to be spreading; this may be suspected from post mortem 

examination of deaths following treatment or evidence 

from previous monitoring.  

 In high-risk farms, it may well be advisable to give a se-

cond fluke dose 4-6 weeks after the first. Winter and 

spring treatments will be discussed in future forecasts.  

 Flocks with no previous evidence of fluke disease should 

monitor for the presence of infection via the post mortem 

examination of any deaths and blood sampling for liver 

enzymes. High-risk open flocks or those in the expected 

high-risk areas may decide that a prophylactic October 

treatment is indicated.  

 Cattle exposed to infection should be dosed after hous-

ing; the interval between housing and treatment will de-

pend on the product used. For example if closantel or 

nitroxynil are used, they may be given six weeks after 

housing to ensure that all flukes are old enough to be sus-

ceptible.  Triclabendazole can be used at housing. 

 Outwintered cattle exposed to high levels of fluke infec-

tion may be treated in the autumn with a flukicide effec-

tive against young immature fluke – e.g. triclabendazole 

 Infection pressure may be reduced by fencing off boggy 

areas or avoiding such pastures until around February.  

 

Signs of liver fluke disease in the autumn can include pale 

membranes and bottle jaw in addition to weakness, abdominal 

pain and rapid condition loss or possible sudden death.  

 

SHEEP WORMS  

 

Some larval development will continue through October if it 

remains mild, although a cold October averaging below 10 °C, 

will slow this development down. The emphasis now starts to 

shift to controlling the direct effects of infection on the lambs; 

controlling ongoing pasture contamination by the lambs be-

comes relatively less important as development from eggs to 

larvae slows down. A mild winter may allow some development 

to occur throughout the year.  

Group faecal worm egg counts used throughout the season can 

build up a picture of worm infection across a farm, and can be 

used to give an approximate indication of the likely worm bur-

den in a group of lambs, as recommended in the SCOPS guide-

lines. This can help to gauge the need to treat the group, alt-

hough other factors need to be considered such as age, time of 

year, likely worms present, stocking rate, field history, availabil-

ity of aftermaths etc. Using FECs and other information to time 

doses is preferable to just giving regular worming treatments, 

which may not be needed, and can select for anthelmintic re-

sistance.  

If lambs are grazing highly contaminated pasture, then the ef-

fects of new larval infections must be controlled to achieve sat-

isfactory production, ideally by moving to cleaner pasture (with 

a targeted treatment of the smaller lambs or perhaps no treat-

ment at all) or otherwise by the use of a persistent anthelmintic 

(moxidectin) if there is no cleaner grazing option.  

Any Haemonchus eggs deposited by the ewes in the spring/early 

summer will have had opportunity to develop and build up a 

potential disease problem in the lamb flock. Any deaths or ill-

thrift in lambs should be investigated, remembering that 

haemonchosis is not usually associated with scour.  

The control of gutworm disease (parasitic gastroenteritis, or 

PGE) in store lambs can be problematic as they are often moved 

onto highly contaminated pastures, may be from unknown 

sources, may scour due to nutritional causes or because of previ-

ous gut damage and may be suffering concurrent diseases or 

deficiencies. A veterinary flock health plan based on individual 

farm circumstances is needed, and may include the use of FECs 

to time anthelmintic treatments and the use of safe grazing or 

alternative forage crops.  

Any stock still moving onto farms will need to be quarantined 

and treated; current best practice (as recommended by SCOPS) 

involves sequential full dose treatments with monepantel 

(Zolvix) and moxidectin, followed by yarding for 24-48 hours, 

and turnout onto contaminated pasture.  

 

CATTLE WORMS  

 

Lungworm  

Clinical signs of lungworm infection in cattle range from a 

mild cough with a slightly increased breathing rate, to severe 

persistent coughing, with marked difficulty in breathing and 

even death. 

August to October is usually the peak period for lungworm dis-

ease in cattle, and wet conditions will favour parasite survival 

and development. Only a small dose is needed to instigate dis-

ease in susceptible animals, and locally wet conditions, especial-

ly thunder showers after a dry spell, can quickly increase pasture 

levels.  

Susceptible animals include unvaccinated spring-born calves 

before housing, unvaccinated yearling calves after suppressive 

worm control has finished or on a dose and move system, 

youngstock in their second grazing season following a suppres-

sive worming regime the previous year, and adults that have not 

been exposed to regular small natural challenges to maintain 

immunity. 

 

Ostertagiasis  

An increased risk of type 2 ostertagiasis is associated with mov-

ing calves in the autumn back onto pastures infected by calves 

earlier in the summer. Larvae ingested late in the season become 

inhibited within the abomasal wall and can emerge in the late 

winter/spring, causing disease. In general, all calves should re-

ceive a housing anthelmintic dose, ideally with an ivermectin-

type wormer. 

Leaving Do for Ben Burton 

 

Saturday 5th Nov 

Cullompton Rugby Club 

7:30pm onwards 
 

Everyone Welcome 

Please let Carole or Caroline in the 

office know if you intend on coming 

so we have an idea of numbers 


